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TDM next generation starts in 2017. TDM next generation represents the future of Tool Data Manage-
ment in times of Internet of Things, clouds and software programs on demand. What’s important to 
note here is that the generational change is happening seamlessly. Customer investments are safe. 
Previously installed TDM-modules will continue to function and provide valuable services.

“With TDM next generation we are openly developing 

TDM further. The software base is being completely re-

vised. The user will receive it automatically as part of an 

update,” announces TDM System’s Vice President Eugen 

Bollinger. Bollinger is particularly proud to note that the 

development team has succeeded in protecting the ex-

isting applications that customers are using. “By doing so, 

we give our customers a clear positive outlook for the fu-

ture while also ensuring absolute investment protection 

for the system that has been installed so far!” TDM next 

generation fits ideally into the higher-level IT strategy 

“Tool Lifecycle Management” from TDM Systems.

The developer team is led by Achim Müller. Müller is a 

mechanical engineer who has been involved since day 

one. From the very beginning, he participated in the de-

velopment of TDM and even wrote his diploma thesis 

on it. He knows the requirements of TDM in the light of 

Industrie 4.0 like the back of his hand. “TDM/TLM has to 

be globally usable and scalable.” And for Müller, “usable” 

means “extremely high-performance.” In other words, it 

TDM next generation: 

Tool Data Management of the future! 
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does not matter if the user is sitting in the main plant fifteen 

feet away from the server or on the other side of the globe – 

the response times should be practically the same.

Tool Data Management 4.0 

Bollinger explains, “TDM next generation consolidates our 

two current software lines, TDM V4 and TDM Global Line. 

It represents a new software generation that puts our TDM-

TLM strategy into practice.” TDM next generation enables 

parallel use of TDM and TDM Global Line modules. Achim 

Müller explains, “The new technical base makes it possible 

for our existing customers to develop their system further 

with their existing modules while also implementing future 

Industrie 4.0 applications.”

In addition, TDM next generation simplifies the handling of 

interfaces and the use of on-demand and browser-based 

solutions, which can also be combined with on-site solu-

tions. In practice, standard solutions and engineering solu-

tions are often used in parallel. They can be easily coupled. 

Müller draws attention to another advantage, stating “The 

entire system is significantly more installation- and ser-

vice-friendly as well as giving higher performance.” This is 

“TDM next generation consolidates our two current 
software lines, TDM V4 and TDM Global Line.  
It represents a new software generation that puts 
our TDM-TLM strategy into practice.” 
Vice President Sales Eugen Bollinger

TDM 2017 with a new, state-of-the-art software skin
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ensured by the 3-Tier software architecture of TDM Global 

Line, whereas TDM 4.8 was still based on a 2-Tier architec-

ture. “In the 3-Tier architecture, all calculations are handled 

by a powerful application server, which in turn accesses the 

 database server. These freely scalable servers are capable of 

operating hundreds or even thousands of users worldwide – 

with practically identical response times!” If the computing 

requirements increase, as an alternative to switching on ad-

ditional physical servers the customer can virtually switch on 

exactly the required computer capacity.

In some sense, the IIS application server of Microsoft forms 

the heart of TDM next generation. It enables the further de-

velopment of the system without a system change. The data 

concept will also be changed. In the future, technical data 

and the application it self will be separated. Bollinger states, 

“Doing so gives us, above all, advantages when performing 

updates, in addition to increased data quality, security and 

performance.”

As a result, with minimal effort and without limitations, us-

ers are able to completely remake and modernize the TDM 

software without a time consuming system change. Further 

advantages include better performance of the application 

and substantially lower effort for installation and service, 

because these can be carried out once centrally and no lon-

ger have to be done individually on each computer. “This also 

makes it easier to implement on-demand solutions via Inter-

net download,” Müller promises.

The next version is TDM 2017/1

“TDM Version 4.8 is the last version to use the ‘four’ nam-

ing system,” explains Bollinger. “Starting immediately, the 

main release of each TDM version will be named after the 

year. Following the year with a slash and sequential number 

enables us to release updates immediately even during the 

year.” It is also guaranteed that all modules will always work 

together perfectly.

One highlight of the next version will be the new 3D tool 

assembling in TDM Global Line. “The assembly now works 

in 3D-view, which once again makes the work much easier 

than before and proves our competence in the 3D-area!” 

The tool search has been updated too. It is now similar to 

a convenient Internet search, just like we are used to seeing 

The 3D tool assembling is done in three-dimensional view
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with popular search engines and purchasing platforms. 

Any search terms that describe the tool can be entered. 

The results can be narrowed down with filters, which 

helps you find what you need very quickly. Another new 

feature is TDMcheck, a procedure that checks data and 

processes of the TDM application and specifies areas of 

potential improvement.

New tools optimize data management

The previously mentioned separation of data and appli-

cation now makes it possible to expand and update the 

application easily, quickly and independently of the data-

base and data. Downloading tool data from catalogs or 

from the TDM Data and Graphic Generator has also been 

simplified. Furthermore, the configuration allows for the 

option of completely “cleaning up” the current status of 

databases. Müller says, “When updating to Version 2017, 

we have the option of analyzing the database for both 

completeness and correctness of the data records. This 

ensures that the application works properly with the ex-

isting data.” Data quality is absolutely essential to a func-

tioning system. “The update to TDM 2017/1 provides all 

customers with the chance to update their data.”

The new import module now retrieves tool data auto-

matically and accurately from various existing additional 

sources. In conjunction with TDMcontrol, the existing 

module for data control and processing, you can define 

your own templates for importing data. Achim Müller 

says, “The data fields to be imported can be freely de-

fined!” As a result, even existing data records can be 

optimally expanded, for example, using cutting data or 

similar data that was not previously available. Bollinger 

summarizes, “As a result, the effort required to create and 

maintain high-quality databases will be greatly reduced!”

TDM Flex Crib keeps tool crib management in line with 

Industrie 4.0, as Bollinger explains, stating “This add-

on to TDM Global Line is a browser-based solution and 

enables mobile inventory management for booking and 

calling up information on tools.”

In line with Industrie 4.0 using TDM next generation
By releasing TDM next generation, TDM Systems is providing something extraordinary for the software industry. 

TDM Global Line marks the cloud-based future of Tool Data Management with browser-based modules, fast 

response times and a particularly user-friendly design. At the same time, TDM Systems guarantees the continu-

ance of the existing TDM-modules, which are often part of highly integrated, customized solutions – ensuring 

investment protection. This ensures a smooth, autonomous transition. But it gets even better! Those who would 

be using TDM Global Line to take their first steps toward Industrie 4.0 are able to “jump back and forth” as they 

please. Thanks to the shared redundancy-free base for TDM and TDM Global Line, it does not matter where input 

is made. It is immediately available in both worlds. The path to the future of Tool Lifecycle Management could 

not be any easier than with TDM next generation!

“The new technical base makes it possible for 
our existing customers to develop their system 
further with their existing modules while also 
implementing future Industrie 4.0 applications.”
Vice President Technology Achim Müller 


