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Gueirúa Beach (Cudillero)

IDEPA’s activity consists in assessing projects presented by 
companies and investors, developing industrial infrastructures, the 
advancement of R&D&i, the globalisation of regional businesses 
and capturing new projects that strengthen the Asturian business 
fabric.

It acts as an intermediary between companies and the different 
departments of the regional and national government, company 
promotion entities, infrastructures that support R&D&i, financial 
entities and finally, the agents that should intervene in a company 
project.

IDEPA headquarters in Llanera

how
IDEPA is a Public Entity, dependent on the 
Asturian regional government and established 
as the main tool for economic development in 
the region.

contact
investinasturias.es | www.idepa.es

Economic Development Agency of the Principality of Asturias, IDEPA  
Parque Tecnológico de Asturias. 33428. Llanera, Asturias. Spain.
Tel.: + 34 985 980 020 Fax: + 34 985 264 455 E-mail: investinasturias@idepa.es
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FOREIGN COMMERCE 

Asturian exports have traditionally been 
characterised for their heavy concentration of 
metallic products (iron, steel and zinc), in keeping 
with the iron and steel works sector in the 
regional economy.

In fact, in 2016, the export of zinc and its 
manufacturing, iron and steel smelting and its 
manufacturing contributed 44 % of all exported 
products from Asturias.

the green  
& kind land

Land area and climate
Land area: 10,604 km2

Average temperature:  
max: 18.2ºC; min: 9.9 ºC

Population and human  
resources (2017)
Population: 1,034,681
Active population: 461,600
Working population: 401,400
Unemployment rate: 13.03 %
Students (2017/2018): 
21,531 university
14,855 vocational training

Economic information (2017)
GDP: 22,708 million €
GDP per capita: 22,046 €
Regional GVA Distribution:
Primary sector: 1.6 %
Industrial sector: 22.5 %
Construction: 6.8 %
Services sector: 69.1 %

Foreign commerce (2017)
Exports: 
4,175.62 million €
Imports: 
4,145 million €
Coverage rate: 100.74 %

Infrastructures
Roads, dual carriageways and 
motorways: 5,007 km
International airport:  
1,407,217 passengers (2017)
Industrial ports: Gijón and Avilés 
broadband network across the entire 
region

Source: INE, ICEX, SADEI

EDUCATION, TALENT AND CREATIVITY

Asturias has a highly qualified active 
population and a deep-rooted industrial 
history.

The University of Oviedo, with three 
campuses in the region and the network 
of Vocational Training Centres, offers 
companies numerous possibilities 
regarding collaboration in the design and 
development of projects.

The Entrepreneurial Culture Promotion 
Programme and the Asturian network 
of Technology Centres promote the 
transformation of ideas in companies, 
driving forward talent, innovation and 
creativity.

COMPETITIVE BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT

 - Period of economic growth.

 - Competitive labour costs on a national 
and European level.

 - Low workforce rotation, with high-level 
involvement of companies.

 - Available industrial land in business parks 
located in the main hot-spots of economic 
activity.

 - Asturias Logistical and Industrial Activity 
Zone, ZALIA, very close to the Port of 
Gijon, the main hubs of communication.

 - The Asturias Technology Park, the Gijon 
Science and Technology Park and 
the Aviles Technology Park “Isla de la 
Innovación”.

 - Competitive rental costs for offices and 
industrial warehouses. Public advocacy 
spaces suitable for companies and 
advanced services.

 - Broadband access across the entire area.

 - Asturias is a purely exporting region for 
electrical energy.

STRATEGICALLY LOCATED FOR BUSINESSES

Less than two hours flight away from the main European economic and 
financial centres.

Two Ports, the Port of Gijon and the Port of Aviles, recognised for their 
excellent geographical location in the centre of the European grid, 
particularly advantageous for international traffic between the American 
continent, Northern Europe and Africa.

Regarding the land network, Asturias has 5,007 km of roads, of which 400 
are dual carriageways and motorways. It also has two rail networks which 
cover the main lines of the Asturian geography, connecting the region with 
the Meseta and the Cantabrian Cornice.

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT AND 
INCENTIVES FOR COMPANIES

The clear support given by the 
institutions is reflected in the 
numerous economic development 
programmes being run in the 
region, targeting the industrial 
sector and industrial support 
services.

As well as direct aid towards 
productive investment, Asturias 
has supported programmes in 
the fields of R&D&i, training and 
globalisation.

Asturias also has access to 
European aid programmes 
destined to regions considered 
competitive.

INNOVATIVE 
ECOSYSTEM

Asturias enjoys an 
innovative shared 

culture with a strong 
connection between the 

University of Oviedo, 
Technology Centres 

and companies, 
sources of financing 
and venture capital.

EXTRAORDINARY QUALITY OF LIFE

With its superb climate, its respect towards the environment and its 
cultural traditions, the high quality of its services and welfare in its cities, 
Asturias truly is a paradise for living and working.

The region offers countless sea and mountain leisure possibilities, 
a rich cultural and artistic heritage and an internationally recognised 
gastronomy (9 Michelin stars 2016).

According to the Quality of Life in Cities 2015 survey carried out by 
the European Commission, the capital of Asturias, Oviedo, stands out 
in Europe as the city most recognized for its cleanliness and public 
spaces.

In summer 2015, Asturias beat its historical record for the number of 
visitors.

why

GVA DISTRIBUTION  
BY SECTOR 2017

22.52 %
Industry

6.82 %
Construction

69.11 %
Services

1.56 %
Agriculture

ASTURIAS

18.09 %
Industry

5.75 %
Construction

73.30 %
Services

2.86 %
Agriculture

SPAIN

Asturias is located in the north-west of the Iberian 
peninsula, at the very heart of Green Spain. It is 
home to over a million inhabitants and is one of the 
17 Autonomous Communities that form the state of 
Spain. It is a member of the European Union and a 
member state of the Euro Zone.

The climate in Asturias is Atlantic, with mild 
temperatures throughout the year. With 354 km of 
coastline, it naturally lends itself to being an ideal 

place to visit and live. The region is characterised by 
its extraordinary natural beauty, with breath-taking 
beaches and vast wooded areas, with a third of the 
land declared a natural protected area.

All these components make Asturias a “Natural 
Paradise”. Asturias also offers an excellent quality 
of life, with bustling cultural activity, a rich artistic 
heritage and ideal conditions for playing a whole host 
of sports.

There are three branches of 
activity that produce around 87 % 
of the turnover in Asturias and 
82 % of industrial employment:

Metal 
industry

Extractive industries, 
energy and water

Food and agricultural 
industry
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The IDEPA is the main instrument for economic promotion in the region, which breaks down as:

The Economic Development Agency of the Principality of Asturias (IDEPA) is a 
Public Body, dependent on the Asturian Regional Government.

Assessing the projects 
presented by companies 
and investors with the 
aim of establishing the 
most suitable support 
system for each one.

Developing industrial 
infrastructures and 
promoting the R&D&i 
and globalisation of 
companies in the region.

Capturing new projects 
which strengthen the 
Asturian business fabric 
and creating loyalty from 
investments made in the 
region.

The IDEPA takes on the role of intermediary between companies and the different departments 
from the regional and national government, company promotion entities, R&D&i support 
infrastructures, financial entities and finally, the agents that should intervene in a company project.

ECONOMIC PROMOTION  
IN ASTURIAS

FINANCIAL AID PROGRAMMES 
FOR COMPANIES
During 2016, the IDEPA designated funds of over 22 million 
euros to the promotion of businesses. The lines of aid 
are centred on supporting productive investment, R&D&i. 
globalisation, the promotion of Cluster, the creation of 
Technology-Based Companies (TBCs) and improving industrial 
infrastructures, as well as specific programmes for locomotive 
companies.

DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
REGIONAL STRATEGIES
The IDEPA is in charge of piloting the design of Strategies for 
the regional government, such as the RIS3- Research and 
Innovation Smart Specialization Strategy approved in 2014 
and backed by the European Commission. 

Priority areas have been outlined within this framework: 
Advanced and sustainable materials; new production models; 
supplies; technology for networks; Asturias Industrial Steel Post; 
food and agricultural markets and; demographic ageing and 
quality of life.

INVESTOR SUPPORT ENTITIES
The IDEPA develops its activity in coordination with the following 
instruments of company promotion, taken part by regional 
administrations:

SRP  
Regional Promotion Agency of the Principality of Asturias
Public venture capital firm. Share capital participation and 
concession of loans, preferably participative.

ASTURGAR  
Reciprocal Guarantee Agency of Asturias
Company financing via the concession of technical and financial 
guarantors.

CEEI Business and Innovation Centre  
European Business and Innovation Centre
Support for entrepreneurs and Technology-Based Companies. 
Company Incubator Management and Bio-incubator of the 
Technological Park in Asturias.

ASTUREX 
Foreign Promotion Agency of the Principality of Asturias
International promotion of Asturian companies.

SUPPORT FOR INVESTORS
The IDEPA has over 30 years of experience in 
supporting companies and entrepreneurs, as well 
as promoting Asturias as a location for investment. 
It provides companies with an analysis and aid 
service from a technical-financial division, 
offering specialised attention to new investors that 
wish to establish in Asturias throughout all phases 
of the project.

General information about the region and areas of interest for 
the company.

Specific information for the project: industrial land/ceiling, 
potential partners, human resources, training, financing and 
financial aid, industrial property, supplies and subcontracting, 
etc.

Help for investors during their visits to the region.

Representation and coordination of agendas with companies 
or institutions of interest to the investor.

Information about the necessary administrative 
procedures to follow.

Managing meetings with the competent governments.

Specialised advice in asking for financial aid and subsidies on 
a regional, national and international level.

Promotion of company participation in European 
programmes.

Intermediation with the sector, Cluster and company support 
entities and R&D&i infrastructures available in the region.

Advice in the design and financing of specific training 
programmes, especially for the incorporation of companies into 
information and communication technologies.

ANALYSIS PHASE OF THE 
INVESTMENT/PROJECT

IMPLEMENTATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT PHASE
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METAL AND ADVANCED MANUFACTURING

investinasturias.es | www.idepa.es
ArcelorMittal is the main world 
producer of iron and steel. Asturias 
is home to the only iron and steel 
plant in Spain where the entire steel 
production process is undertaken.

ArcelorMittal produces 5 million 
tonnes of steel in Asturias. Each year 
it produces approximately a fourth of 
the steel produced in Spain.

The company has an acclaimed 
R&D&I Centre inAsturias.

Gregory Ludkovsky, vice-president of 
ArcelorMittal: “Asturias undoubtedly 
offers the ideal conditions for housing 
the best R&D technological activities 
due to its intellectual capacity and 
work ethic.”

The thyssenkrupp group has 
company representation in Asturias:

 - thyssenkrupp Norte: world leading 
company in the manufacturing 
of escalators, moving and 
acceleration walkways.

 - thyssenkrupp Airport Systems: 
airport walkway production.

 - thyssenkrupp Elevator Innovation 
Center, the company’s world 
innovation centre.

In Asturias, a real-scale prototype 
of the innovative project MULTI has 
been developed and presented 
worldwide: the world’s first rope-free 
elevator.

A leading company in the 
manufacture via sintering of 
components and systems for vehicle 
gearboxes.

PMG, a leader in technology, has 
strengthened its R&D unit in Asturias 
and its clients include practically all 
the major automobile manufacturers.

PMG Asturias has been awarded with 
the “General Motors Supplier Quality 
Excellence Award” prize for the 
excellent quality of its products.

FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN ASTURIAS

MAJOR ASTURIAN COMPANIES

ARCELORMITTAL

India

THYSSENKRUPP

Germany

PMG POWDER METAL

Germany

THE  
METAL AND ADVANCED 
MANUFACTURING  
SECTOR IN ASTURIAS
The Metal Industry in Asturias is a clear example of pioneering 
technologies in use, with new productive processes, safety systems 
in the workplace and environmental management. Furthermore, the 
importance given to continuous training is reflected in the region’s 
highly-qualified workforce.

GRUPO DANIEL ALONSO

A leader in sectors such as 
renewable energies and heavy 
boiler-making. 

The Group has been the winning 
tenderer, among other projects, 
of one of the largest international 
contracts in offshore marine 
wind power to be developed in 
German waters in the Baltic Sea.

TSK

This leading corporate group in 
engineering and facility supplies 
has developed a solid strategy for 
international expansion, currently 
present across the world.

The company has been the winning 
tenderer for the construction of the 
largest solar park in the Middle 
East, within the framework of 
international alliance.

DURO FELGUERA

Specialised in the execution of 
“turnkey” projects for the energy, 
industrial and Oil & Gas sectors; 
service provision for industries and 
the manufacturing of capital goods 
for the petro-chemical industry and 
the railway sector.

DF has manufactured the largest 
semi-submerged tanks (bullets) in 
the world for a gas storage terminal 
in the Netherlands.

IMASA

IMASA is one of the main Spanish 
Engineering companies. It develops 
and carries out cement plant 
projects, handling facilities and 
handling minerals, coke batteries, 
petro-chemical product storage, etc.

Particularly outstanding is the 
company’s construction of the largest 
cement plant in Bolivia.

SUCCESS STORIES 

Economic Development Agency of the Principality of Asturias, IDEPA  
Parque Tecnológico de Asturias. 33428. Llanera, Asturias. Spain.
Tel.: + 34 985 980 020 Fax: + 34 985 264 455 E-mail: investinasturias@idepa.es

D
.L

.: 
A

S
-1

73
2-

20
15



IUTA. UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL 
TECHNOLOGY OF ASTURIAS 
UNIVERSITY OF OVIEDO

Research Centre of the University of Oviedo which develops 
R&D&i activities in the following fields: 

 - Mechanical design and manufacturing

 - Materials technology and structural calculation

 - Environment and energy

 - Organisation of companies, economics and statistics

 - Electric, electronic and control systems

 - Information and Telecommunication Technologies

PRODINTEC. TECHNOLOGICAL CENTRE OF INDUSTRIAL 
DESIGN AND PRODUCTION

Technological Centre specialised in industrial design and 
production. Its main lines of research are based around the 
design and development of Pilot Lines for the advanced 
manufacturing of high-added value products and therefore 
focuses its interest on Factory of the Future technologies.

CLUSTER METAINDUSTRY4

FEMETAL launches the Cluster of Advanced Manufacturing 
of the Metal Industry of Asturias, aligned with the smart 
specialisation strategy of Asturias and oriented towards 
companies and global value chains related to advanced 
manufacturing. MetaIndustry4 groups scientific-technological, 

logistical and entrepreneurial agents of Asturias.

CINN. NANOMATERIALS AND NANOTECHNOLOGY 
RESEARCH CENTER

A joint research centre established by the Spanish Scientific 
Research Council (CSIC), the Government of the Principality of 
Asturias and the University of Oviedo.

One particularly outstanding line of research is called “Controlled 
Design of Multifunctional Materials on a Multi-scale” which aims 
to develop, characterise and understand the behaviour of new 
multifunctional materials on a nano, micro and macro scale.

It has sintering equipment for hybrid plasma, which is unique 
in the world for its size (over 13 metres high), with the ability to 

sinter components of up to 400 mm so-called “ultra-materials”.

EDUCATION
The University of Oviedo offers new degrees 
adapted to the European Area for higher 
education with qualification that cover most 
areas of knowledge. Some 30 % of its more 
than 21,500 registered students are following 
technical courses.

The University of Oviedo has three campuses 
from which it offers technical training, with 
engineering degrees and master’s degrees 
in different subjects (industrial and automatic 
electronics, mining and energy resources, 
electrical engineering, mechanics, industrial 
technologies, etc.).

The following Degrees from the University of 
Oviedo related to the metal and advanced 
manufacturing sector are noteworthy:

International Master’s Degree in 
Mechatronic Engineering

Master’s Degree in Automation Engineering 
and Industrial Computing

Master’s Degree in Energy Engineering

 
Approved Vocational Training with 
14,800 registered students, more than the 35 % 
in technical degrees, completes the technical 
qualification of the Asturian workforce, combining 
theoretical training with work experience in 
companies.

The Society for the 
International Promotion of the 
Principality of Asturias (Asturex) 
convenes the Metal Forum in 
collaboration with FEMETAL, 
with the aim of showing the 
potential of this sector in our 
region. Over 130 potential 
clients for the sector’s 
companies are to participate in 
the 2017 edition, from over 
34 locations.

INNOVATION  
& TECHNOLOGY
TECHNOLOGY CENTRES AND R&D&I 
INSTITUTIONS, CLUSTERS.

TRAINING AND HR FLASH 
SECTORIAL

FEMETAL. FEDERATION OF METAL AND RELATED 
BUSINESSES OF THE PRINCIPALITY OF ASTURIAS

A metal sector association in Asturias with a long-standing 
corporate tradition.

A key institution in the regional promotion of the sector, 
FEMETAL is a member of the Spanish Confederation of 
the Metal Business Organizations (CONFEMETAL) and 
participates in the Asturian Metal Foundation.

METAL FOUNDATION

Foundation for Training, Qualification and Employment in the 
Metal Sector.

The Asturian Metal Foundation offers an integral service 
for the on-going qualification of HR in Asturias, providing 
advice on an international level for capturing human capital 
in the sector.

IAPRL. ASTURIAN OCCUPATIONAL HAZARD 
PREVENTION INSTITUTE

The IAPRL aims to manage policies in the field of safety, 
hygiene, the environment and occupational health and 
safety in Asturias. It targets the elimination or reduction of 
the root cause of occupational hazards.

 - Deep-seated industrial culture, a result of its history as 
a mining and iron and steel works region.

 - Solid local base of goods and service providers 
for industrial activities (engineering, assembly, 
maintenance, sub-contracting).

 - Main iron, steel and metallurgy area in Spain.

 - Low workforce rotation and higher than national 
average productivity rate.

 - 14,000 students of engineering and technical degrees 
registered at the University of Oviedo and in Vocational 
Training. Over 600 students each year take advantage 
of an Erasmus grant and over 1,000 international 
students are received annually.

 - Highly qualified HR available: 1,100 new graduates in 
different higher and technical engineering and 1,500 
new graduates in Vocational Training technical studies 
each year.

 - Industrial ports of Gijon and Aviles. Ports specialised 
in iron and steel works and energy transportation, 
handling solid bulk and merchandise in general, in 
containers, conventional vessels as well with Ro-Ro 
services.

 - Internationally acclaimed R&D institutions and agencies 
for materials and industrial design.

 - Ideal geographical location for access to the European 
market.

 - Industrial land availability.

FEATURES OF THE SECTOR

The manufacturing of metal products is the most representative activity in the Asturian manufacturing 
sector in Asturias, along with electrical energy supply activity.

In 2016, the productive activity of metal increased 2.47 % as a result of good performance of the manufacturing sub-sectors of 
electrical material and equipment, along with transportation material.

Source: FEMETAL

Asturian metal activity amalgamated 33 % of companies from the industrial sector, concentrated 40.20 % of turnover and 
52.55 % of employment from the Asturian industrial sector in 2016. 

Source: INE

The volume of exports from the metal sector in 2017 represented 65 % of the region’s total exports,  
reaching 2,700 million €. 

Source: ICEX

Source: FEMETAL

Year No. of companies Employment
Turnover Figure 

(millions €)

2016 1,126 25,207 5,068

The metal sector contains around 1,100 companies and 
25,000 direct jobs. Its turnover surpasses 5,000 million. 

IRON, STEEL AND METALLURGY
The Asturian iron and steel industry, represented by 
ArcelorMittal, is an international benchmark. It has the only 
integral iron and steel plant in Spain, manufacturing flat 
products (hot pickled, galvanised and painted coil, tinplate and 
thick plate) and long metal products (rails and rods).

It is worth noting that ArcelorMittal manufactures high-speed 
railway rail in Asturias, as well as thick plate for shipping 
construction, offshore and capital goods, not to mention its 
position as the top Spanish supplier of sheet metal for the 
automobile sector and the only Spanish manufacturer of tin 
plate for food and drink packaging.

Along with steel production, Asturias is also home to 
metallurgy industries in aluminium and zinc.

ALCOA, a world leader in aluminium production, has a primary 
aluminium manufacturing plant in Asturias for ingots and billets 
for smelting and extrusion.

Likewise, Asturiana de Zinc (Glencore Group) produces 
electrolytic zinc ingots and zinc alloys in Asturias.

SHIPPING INDUSTRY
Asturias has a long-standing history in the shipping sector 
and its industry has reacted to adapt to market demands 
and strong international competition, equipping itself with the 
most advanced technologies. Traditionally, Asturian shipyards 
have made up a high percentage of sector activity in Spain, 
occupying leading positions on a national and European level.

ENGINEERING AND “TURNKEY” PROJECTS. 
CAPITAL GOODS AND INDUSTRIAL 
SUB-CONTRACTING
Asturias has engineering specialised in the design, construction, 
assembly and maintenance of “turnkey” projects and with 
manufacturers of capital goods under the specifications of 
clients for high-demand sectors.

To mention but a few of the client sectors; iron and steel works, 
chemical, petro-chemical, energy, industrial, defence, oil & gas, 
nuclear, environmental sectors, etc.

Asturias is outstanding in the manufacturing of equipment 
destined for the offshore energy industry, distillation columns, 
heat exchangers, electromagnetic separation equipment, 
pressure equipment, axial fans, self-supporting storage, 
lubrication equipment and pumping systems, lifts, escalators 
and moving walkways, airport embarking walkways, furnaces for 
the glass industry, environmental equipment, etc.

In Asturias, Engineering and major manufacturing companies find 
the vital collaboration of an important group of sub-contracting 
companies specialised in smelting, mechanisation, boiler-
making, soldering, thermal and surface treatment, assembly and 
maintenance. Used to working for different sectors and under 
varied quality standards, they are aware of the importance of 
being able to adapt and uphold deadlines.

The interest of companies in the Metal Sector to continuously 
improve, is demonstrated by the high number of certifications 
received for: Quality Management Systems (ISO9001), the 
Environment (ISO14001 and EMAS), Management Systems for 
Health and Safety at Work (OHSAS 18000), EFQM, Innovation 
(UNE166000) and Information Security Management Systems 
(ISO27000).

OUTSTANDING PRODUCTIONS

ARCELORMITTAL 

Production of 5 
million tonnes of 
steel in its plants 
in Asturias.

It has the only 
thick plate rolling 
mill in Spain.

ASTURIANA  
DE ZINC 

Production of 
510,000 tonnes 
of electrolytic zinc 
of which 99.995 % 
uses its own 
manufacturing 
technology.

The plant in 
Asturias is the 
largest electrolytic 
zinc plant in the 
world and one of 
the cheapest in 
terms of operating 
cost.

ALCOA 

Production of 
145,000 tonnes 
of primary 
aluminium for 
smelting and 
extrusion.

UNIQUE PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN IN ASTURIAS

ARCELORMITTAL 

Manufacture of 459 kilometres 
of railway rail for the 
Medina-Mecca High Speed 
train.

ASTURFEITO 

Manufacture of the structure 
and integration of the operation 
and control of 25 ALMA 
antennas (Atacama Large 
Millimetre Array). A Major world 
Project of astronomical ground 
research.

IDESA

Manufacture of the base of 
cryostat which will hold the 
future JT-60 SA experimental 
fusion reactor (Japan), 
a satellite with important 
international projection ITER.

GONDAN

Construction of the first vessel 
in the world to have a STRIL 
LUNA unified bridge, with the 
aim of supporting petroleum 
platforms.

Construction of the luxury 
yacht SEA CLOUD II for tourist 
cruises (117 m total length).

ITMA FOUNDATION.  
ASTURIAN MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY CENTRE

Technological Centre specialising in research and 
development projects in Advanced Materials for high-
added value products and technological laboratory services and 
conformity assessment. 

Its speciality fields are steel and metallic materials, plastics, 
nano-materials, ceramics, refractories and primary materials and 
photonics.

ITMA coordinates the Cluster of Refractories in Asturias, 
composed of the main companies in the sector.

AINER. ENERGY TECHNOLOGY CONSORTIUM

A cluster formed from companies with a strong specialisation 
in the energy sector and coordinated by FAEN, the Asturian 
Energy Foundation.

Its areas of work are Electricity, Fossil fuels, Building and 
Renewable Energies.

THE FIRST 50 COMPANIES IN THE METAL AND ADVANCED MANUFACTURING SECTOR

ALCOA | ALEASTUR | ALEGRIA | APERSA | ARCELORMITTAL | ARMON | ASLA | ASTHOR | ASTURFEITO | ATOX | 
AUXNAVAL | AZSA | DANIMA | DAORJE | DELFIN TUBES | DURO FELGUERA | FERQUI | FLUOR | FUNDYSER | GONDAN 
| GRUPO AGALSA | GRUPO DANIEL ALONSO | HIASA | IDEAS EN METAL | IDESA | IMASA | IMSA | INDASA | INDUSLA | 
INMER | ISASTUR | ISOTRON | KLK | MECALUX | MIVISA | MOREDA RIVIERE | OLMAR | OROVALLE | PHB | PMG | SANTA 
BARBARA | SAMOA | TALLERES LLANEZA | THYSSENKRUPP | TRESA | TSK | VEROT | VETROTOOL | WINDAR | ZITRON
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The pulp mill in Navia in 
Asturias is the mill with 
the largest production 
capacity belonging to 
the ENCE group and the 
most efficient pulp mill on 
the European eucalyptus 
market. The mill production 
capacity is 500,000 
tonnes/year of high quality 
ECF eucalyptus pulp.

ENCE Navia has the 
largest biomass generation 
plant in Spain. 

Leader in sectors such 
as renewable energy 
and boiler-making, the 
company has been 
conceded important 
international contracts 
in the marine wind 
power business. The 
Windar Renovables 
group company that 
manufactures wind towers 
for wind turbines and 
offshore establishments is 
participating in the largest 
offshore energy project 
ever awarded to Spain, 
allocated to the marine 
wind power park in the 
Baltic Sea.

Leading business 
Group in engineering, 
construction, assembly 
and implementation 
of electrical power 
plants with open cycle 
and combined cycle 
technologies, co-
generation, wind power 
parks, thermo-solar and 
photovoltaic power plants, 
hydraulic and biomass 
plants. The company has 
constructed some of the 
largest photovoltaic and 
thermo-solar power plants 
in the world in countries 
such as Spain, the USA, 
France, Mexico, Puerto 
Rico, Morocco, Egypt and 
South Africa.

Saint-Gobain has an 
industrial centre in 
Asturias, where it develops 
glass for construction 
(Saint-Gobain Glass) 
and glass for automotive 
purposes (Saint-Gobain 
Sekurit).

The company has a 
Research Centre in 
Asturias (Aviles R&D 
Centre) which has worked 
on projects such as the 
development of glass for 
solar energy and highly 
innovative glass fusion 
procedures.

SUCCESS STORIES
ENCE NAVIA GRUPO DANIEL 

ALONSO
TSK SAINT-GOBAIN

THE ENERGY 
SECTOR 
IN ASTURIAS
The clear industrial nature of Asturias is closely linked to the energy-industry 
binomial. One of the reasons it has developed a competitive heavy industry 
has been its ability to rely upon its energy supply to undertake iron and steel 
industry activities and to transform materials such as aluminium, steel, zinc 
and glass. 

The relevance of industry in Asturias, in particular the metal sector, capital goods manufacturing, 
naval goods, electrical components and facilities, etc.), is heavily connected to the manufacturing 
skills required to construct large facilities from the petroleum and gas sector, marine wind power 
energy, thermo-electrical generation, etc.

The energy production in 2016 represented 5.45 % of the regional gross value added, 
constituting the second branch of the industrial sector after steel and iron industry activity.

 - Asturias is a benchmark in the field of electrical energy within 
the Peninsular System, with 4.3 % of installed power in 2016, 
4 % of the demand and 4.6 % of net generation, with a clear 
electro-intensive profile. 

 - Nationally, the average consumption per capita is around 
5.1 MWh/year, whilst in Asturias that parameter reaches values 
of 9.2 MWh/year. 

 - The clear predominance of coal in the structure of primary 
energy consumption (over 61 % as a result of the high rate of 
thermo-electrical generation and the iron and steel industry 
application of coke).

INDUSTRY ENERGY

Engineering, 
manufacturing 
and assembly 

capacities.

Taking advantage of business 
opportunities deriving from the 

development and implementation of 
large energy facilities on a world scale.

FINAL ENERGY 
CONSUMPTION
IN ASTURIAS
BY SECTOR
2016 17.3 %

Transport

13.9 %
Residential, 
Services 
and Primary 68.8 %

Industry

 - Reliable and flexible transportation network, essential for 
meeting the high surges of electrical consumption as well as the 
high density of generator facilities.
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FAEN. ASTURIAN ENERGY FOUNDATION 

FAEN is the regional Energy Agency of Asturias. It acts as a 
collaborative entity of the regional energy industry, extending 
its activity to the sectors of electricity, gas, renewable energy, 
petroleum and derivative, energy and energy-related financial 
markets and other sectors connected to energy.

FAEN collaborates with the regional government, companies 
and Technology Centres undertaking training and awareness 
activities, as well as participating in European projects in 
the sphere of energy savings and efficiency and the use of 
renewable energies.

INCAR. OVIEDO NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF COAL, 
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH CENTRE 

INCAR upholds its leading position in the field of coal and 
the science and technology of coals and carbon materials. 
Its scientific activity is directed towards a cleaner and 
more efficient use of coal and derivate, including new 
technological developments.

INCAR is working to develop new technologies to capture
CO

2
, based on the use of solid materials at very high 

temperatures. It is also developing a project related to the 
thermo-chemical storage of energy. 

AINER. TECHNOLOGICAL CONSORTIUM FOR ENERGY

Created with the vision of becoming an element of 
“common interest” to improve cooperation between 
companies with a clear specialisation in the energy sector. 
AINER has been awarded the European bronze seal from the 
European Cluster Excellence Initiative and is coordinated by the 
Asturian Energy Foundation.

Its areas of activity are electricity, fossil fuels, building and 
renewable energies.

PRODINTEC. TECHNOLOGICAL CENTRE OF INDUSTRIAL 
DESIGN AND PRODUCTION 

Technological centre specialised in industrial design and 
production. Its main lines of research are based around the 
design and development of Pilot Lines for the advanced 
manufacturing of high-added value products. It therefore 
focuses its approach on Future Factory technologies.

CETEMAS. TECHNOLOGICAL CENTRE OF WOOD 

The aim of CETEMAS is to promote research, 
development and innovation in the Mountain-industry 
value chain. Its areas of work are sustainable forestry 
development, wood technology and structural wood and 
construction. 

Asturias positions itself within the direction 
taken by Europe with the aim of achieving 
savings and energy efficiency objectives.

The regional energy strategy takes into account 
the promotion of renewable energies and the 
development of activities in the field of savings 
and energy efficiency. 

The contribution of renewable energy to the 
primary energy consumption structure in 2016 
was 565 ktep, an amount which covered 9.6 % 
of the regional primary consumption and which 
represented a variation rate of +8.1 % when 
compared to the previous year.

HYDRAULIC
The Principality of Asturias has 40 hydraulic facilities 
with an installed power of 777.9 MW. Electrical energy 
from hydraulic origin in 2016 was 21.5 % above that in 
2015, reaching a value of 169.4 ktep (1,970,045 MWh).

WIND POWER
The region has 19 wind power parks and an installed 
potential of 518.5 MW. Asturias can offer powerful skills in 
manufacturing key components for the wind turbine industry.

EDUCATION
 
The University of Oviedo offers new degrees 
adapted to the European Area for higher education 
with qualification that cover most areas of 
knowledge. Some 30 % of its more than 21,500 
registered students are following technical courses.

The Cluster of Energy, the Environment and 
Climate Change at the University of Oviedo drive 
forward R&D&i in fields such as clean energy 
(generation, transport and storage) and energy 
efficiency.

The following Degrees from the University 
of Oviedo related to the energy sector are 
noteworthy:

Erasmus Mundus Masters Course in 
Sustainable Transport and Electric Power 
Systems 

Master’s Degree in Electrical Energy 
Conversion and Power Systems

Master’s Degree in Energy Engineering 

Approved Vocational Training with 14,800 registered 
students, more than the 35 % in technical degrees, 
completes the technical qualification of the Asturian 
workforce, combining theoretical training with work 
experience in companies.

Did you know that Asturias 
produces surplus energy? Asturias is a 
purely exporting region for electrical 
energy, exporting 12 % of its net power 
generation in 2016.

INNOVATION  
& TECHNOLOGY 
TECHNOLOGY CENTRES,
R&D&i INSTITUTIONS, CLUSTERS 

RENEWABLE ENERGIES 
IN ASTURIAS 

UNIQUE
INFRASTRUCTURES

UNIVERSITY OF OVIEDO

The University of Oviedo provides companies with collaborative 
mechanism in order to develop R&D&I projects in their specific 
fields of energy. It has different departments which collaborate with 
Technological Centres and companies, participating in European 
projects and networks from the international sphere.

INCAR. OVIEDO NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF COAL, SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH CENTRE 

It has the ideal infrastructure for graphene synthesis using top-down 
technology and chemical techniques from graphite, with the aim of 
its application in various areas such as energy storage.

INCAR has developed technology based on the capture of CO
2
 based 

on carbonation cycles, being tested on a pilot level at the fluidized bed 
plant in Pereda, generating 1.7 MW of power.

SUPPORTING INFRASTRUCTURE FOR OFFSHORE INDUSTRY

The Asturian Energy foundation, FAEN, has developed the study 
of the current and potential Capacities of Offshore industry 
in Asturias. The following Asturias-based infrastructures are 
particularly noteworthy:

 - There are up to 18 maritime ports in the region capable of being base 
ports for operational and maintenance work for offshore plants. 

 - The Port of Gijón, the national leader in the transport of solid 
bulk, and the Port of Avilés are strategically located (at just 
some 40 hours from the North Sea) and are capable of housing 
manufacturing operations, assembly and the supply of components 
and equipment. They also have infrastructures to facilitate operations 
such as the transportation of towers for wind turbines or the 
unloading of offshore platforms to marine wind power parks.

 - The Asturias Area of Logistical and Industrial Activities 
(ZALIA). Industrial land of Public Advocacy near the Ports of Gijón 
and Avilés.

 - The Jovellanos Integral Maritime Security Centre. It has facilities 
specialising in the practice of maritime security, survival, the fight 
against pollution, and rescue in diverse scenarios of working at 
height and in confined spaces as well as training in fire fighting and in 
structures as well as in fires in petrochemical plants.

 - Company Support. The marked presence in Asturias of companies 
belonging to the metal, energy and naval sector weaves an 
industrial fabric with experience and material and human capacities 
to contribute solutions to the supply chain of marine energy on a 
worldwide level.

CTIC. INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION 
TECHNOLOGY FOUNDATION CENTRE  
EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR SOFT COMPUTING 

Both R&D&i entities lend their support in different fields of activity 
related to the intelligent management of networks, “smart-
grids”, the main support behind the Smart City model. These 
areas of application of ICTs and data analysis are converted 
into solutions to mobility, energy and sustainability, the 
governing, habitability and quality of life.

ITMA FOUNDATION .  
TECHNOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF MATERIALS 

A technological centre specialising in research and 
development projects in Advanced Materials for high-added 
value products and laboratory technological services and 
conformity assessment. 

Its specialisation areas are Steel and metallic materials, plastics, 
nano-materials, ceramics, refractory products and raw materials 
and photonics. 

ITMA coordinates the Cluster of Refractory products in Asturias, 
formed of the main companies in the sector.

FEATURES OF THE SECTOR

ENERGY CONSUMPTION

The primary energy consumption structure in Asturias is vastly different 
to the national structure. Coal is the most demanded energy source 
in Asturias, with a total weighting of 60.5 % in 2016. The region is 
characterised by its industry of exploitation, transformation and end use 
of coal.

Regarding the regional final energy consumption in 2016, the most 
demanded final energy sources were coal and its derivatives followed 
by petroleum products.

ENERGY PRODUCTION

Regional primary production in 2016 was 
characterized by a decline in coal production 
and an increase in renewable energy 
participation –a variation rate of -8.6 % with 
respect to the previous year- due mainly to a 
decline in anthracite production.

Regarding electrical generation, Asturias has 
huge productive capacity, 1,108.29 ktep 
in 2016, the equivalent of 14,025 GWh. 
The production of electricity from renewable 
sources increased its percentage to 26.6 % 
of the regional total of electricity.

CONSUMPTION OF 
PRIMARY ENERGY
IN ASTURIAS 
2016

PRODUCTION OF 
PRIMARY ENERGY
IN ASTURIAS
2016

ELECTRICITY 
GENERATION (GWh)  
IN ASTURIAS 2016

FINAL ENERGY 
CONSUMPTION
IN ASTURIAS
2016 

17.8 %
Petroleum 

12.1 %
Natural Gas 

2.9 %
Hydraulic 

60.5 %
Coal

6.7 %
Other renewables

23.5 %
Petroleum products 

15.2 %
Natural gas 

21.6 %
Electricity 

35.1 %
Coal and 

derivatives 

4.6 %
Renewable

Considering the final consumption of energy by industrial sector in 
2016, this parameter increased with an annual variation rate of 1.6 %, 
focusing on industries with a high use of energy.

FINAL ENERGY 
CONSUMPTION 
BY SECTOR 
IN INDUSTRIES 
IN ASTURIAS 
2016

11.0 %
Other 

61.6 %
Metal works 

and smelting

10.6 %
Non-iron 

steel works 

8.4 %
Paper, card, 
prints

8.4 %
Non-metallic minerals 

3.5 %
Chemical

4.3 %
Food, drink

and tobacco 

3.2 %
Rest

10.4 %
Anthracite

19.9 %
Hydraulic 

9.2 %
Wind power 

0.3 %
Solar

22.6 %
Soft coal 

37.6 %
Biomass

MARINE WIND POWER
AND OCEAN ENERGY POWER
The regional government has included marine renewable energies 
in its regional Intelligent specialisation strategy (RIS3), showing 
its clear backing for using waves as an energy resource 
associated with the region’s favourable support for the development 
of this activity. 

Numerous companies in Asturias already provide services and 
products in the supply chain of renewable marine energies, 
developing research activity, development and innovation, as well 
as component manufacturing activities, mainly in the sphere of 
offshore energy. 

BIOMASS
One of the greatest yet relatively unexplored potentials in Asturias is 
that of forestry biomass. 

With regards to facilities that generate electricity from biomass, 
the power of the region’s plants increased thanks to the 
implementation of a co-generation power plant using the biomass 
Organic Rankine Cycle (ORC) system, with the region’s total 
installed biomass power in 2016 reaching 78.0 MW.

The ENCE company in Asturias has the largest electrical generation 
power plant with biogas in Spain, with an installed power of 77 MW. 
The Factory mainly uses forestry biomass waste and waste 
produced from the manufacturing of paper pulp to generate energy.

Regarding thermal generation from biomass, in 2016 
16 biomass boilers were set up in the residential sector, increasing 
the total installed power to 48.8 MW with a variation of +1.7 %.

Asturias also has a plant for capturing and exploiting biogas energy 
produced in non-hazardous waste sites with a power of 9.3 MW.

SOLAR
In 2016 new photovoltaic power plants were set up, ending 
the year with a total installed power (taking into account both 
connected and isolated) of 1,064.3 kWp. In relation to solar-thermal 
installations, 37,309 m2 of solar thermal collectors were reached.

Source: Energy in Asturias 2016, FAEN
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the green & kind land

ICT AND CREATIVE INDUSTRIES

investinasturias.es | www.idepa.es

The determining factors for basing its 
facilities in the Valnalón Industrial City 
(Langreo) were the installation costs 
and the availability of highly-qualified 
local HR.

The company currently employs 
over 800 workers whose activity is 
based around the development of 
software and system management, 
offering consulting and application 
management services.

A US multinational located in the 
Principality of Asturias Business Park 
(Avilés). It offers employment to over 
900 people and more than 85 % of 
the work undertaken targets foreign 
clients. It is a technological provider 
of corporate solutions and services: 
managing business processes, 
outsourcing information systems, 
integrating systems and consulting 
services.

In 2003, the German multinational, 
which currently employs 
35 highly-specialised professional, 
gave particular value to the availability 
of qualified personnel, as well as 
to existing infrastructures for their 
installation in the Principality of 
Asturias Business Park (Avilés).

Its business lines are high 
performance BD Transnational, 
B2B and SOA integration platform, 
Business processes analysis and 
design platform and Big Data and 
Streaming Analytics Platform.

CAPGEMINI 
France

DXC TECHNOLOGY 
USA

SOFTWARE AG 
Germany

FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN ASTURIAS
SUCCESS STORIES

Economic Development Agency of the Principality of Asturias, IDEPA  
Parque Tecnológico de Asturias. 33428. Llanera, Asturias. Spain.
Tel.: + 34 985 980 020 Fax: + 34 985 264 455 E-mail: investinasturias@idepa.es
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THE  
ICT AND CREATIVE INDUSTRIES  
IN ASTURIAS
The Asturian industrial fabric has undergone a radical transformation in 
recent years, in which advanced services have moved into the spotlight. 
In this new economic reality, the information and communication 
technology sector (ICT) deserves a special mention.

Asturias welcomes Spanish and foreign companies alike, which have 
moved to the region, in particular over the last decade, playing a 
significant role in employment in the sector.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SECTOR

 - Excellent regional telecommunications infrastructures.

 - Broadband Internet access across the entire region.

 - Asturias presents higher than national average values in the field of digital citizenship.

 - Clear involvement of the regional Government in developing the sector.

 - Well-established cooperation initiatives such as the ICT Cluster and the Innovative 
Knowledge Business Association.

 - Internationally outstanding R&D institutions and centres, such as the Information and 
Communications Technology Centre, CTIC, which also home to the headquarters in 
Spain and Latin America of the W3C consortium (World Wide Web), the most important 
international body in the field of Internet Regulation.

 - In Asturias, 99.71 % of companies have computers and 97.83 % have access to the internet 
and a website (INE 2017).

 - 80.8% of households have a broadband connection (ADSL, Cable network, etc.).

CREATIVE 
INDUSTRIES
Graphic design, advertising and the audio-visual sector 
in Asturias are the heaviest weighing activities within the 
creative sector. 

 - Graphic design, with a deep-seated tradition in Asturias, 
is supported by the prestigious Higher Arts School of the 
Principality of Asturias and the Oviedo Arts School, in the 
Asturian Association of Graphic Designers (AGA), and the 
recognition from the MOTIVA awards, which position graphic 
design as both valuable and essential. 

 - The Audio-visual Cluster of Asturias aims to promote the 
development and globalisation of the sector, grouped within 
the Association of Audio-visual Production Companies of 
the Principality of Asturias; for their part, the Asturias Film 
Commission takes advantage of the numerous aesthetic 
and natural resources of Asturias, an enclave which is already 
outstanding as a filming location for national and international 
productions.

 - The advertising sector, which has undergone considerable 
growth in recent years, is grouped within the Advertising 
Companies Association of the Principality of Asturias 
(ADAPPA).

The video gaming sector stands out as the link between 
the Creative sector and ICT. Asturias has a specific 
acceleration programme for entrepreneurs entitled Let’s Game, 
backed by CEEI Asturias.

CTIC. INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 
TECHNOLOGY CENTRE

CTIC is the main locomotive agent for ICT-related 
services in Asturias. A benchmark Technology 
Centre which implements its activity on a 
regional, national and international scale, 
it actively contributes to social innovation, 
establishing collaboration with the public sector 
(administrations, governments, research bodies, 
universities, etc.) and the private sector alike.

ICT CLUSTER

This Cluster brings together around 
50 companies that represent approximately 
2,500 jobs with the objective of collaborating in 
projects that allow them to become established 
as a sector with regional identity. The Cluster is 
particularly active in the international promotion of its 
companies and in the co-design of projects.

AEI. INNOVATIVE KNOWLEDGE BUSINESS 
ASSOCIATION

Created to promote technological development, 
innovation and applied research in the 
Knowledge Society sector, it brings together 
32 companies from knowledge-related sectors 
(mainly the ICT sector and similar), and 2 
entities belonging to the Asturias company and 
innovation system (ICT Cluster, the Information and 
Communications Technology Centre, CTIC.

EDUCATION
The University of Oviedo offers new degrees adapted 
to the European Higher Education Area with programs 
that cover the majority of fields of knowledge. 30 % 
of its more than 21,500 students study technical 
degrees. The School of Computer Science Engineering 
at the Oviedo Campus and the Polytechnic School of 
Engineering in Gijon offer comprehensive training in 
Computer Engineering and Telecommunications.

The following qualifications from the University of Oviedo 
related to the ICT sector are outstanding:

Master’s Degree in Web Engineering 

Master’s Degree in Automation and Industrial 
Computing Engineering

Master’s Degree in Remote Detection and 
Geographical Information Systems

Master’s Degree in Computer Engineering

Master’s Degree in Telecommunication Engineering

Accredited Vocation Training, with 14,800 registered 
students, more than the 35 % following technical 
degrees, completes the technical qualification of the 
Asturian workforce, combining theoretical training with 
work experience undertaken in companies.

Did you know that the Asturian 
Technology Centre CTIC has been 
chosen by the European Commission 
for the technical development of Global 
Internet Policy Observatory (GIPO)?

INNOVATION  
& TECHNOLOGY
TECNOLOGY CENTRES, R&D&i 
INSTITUTIONS, CLUSTERS

UNIQUE 
INFRASTRUCTURES
Not only does Asturias have varied and 
quality cultural backing, but it also has 
unique spaces, which either recovered 
from the past or projected into the future, 
uphold its unbreakable commitment towards 
creation and all its forms.

SPANISH OFFICE OF THE WORLD WIDE WEB 
CONSORTIUM (W3C) 

Since 2003, the CTIC has welcomed the Spanish Office of 
the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C), the most important 
international organisation in terms of internet regulation. The 
W3C is an international organisation which develops 
technology to guide the Web towards its maximum 
potential, via the creation of regulations which ensure the 
future growth of the web. 

LABORAL ART AND INDUSTRIAL CREATION CENTRE

A clear sign of its commitment to the region’s ICT sector and 
creative industries, is the Laboral Art and Industrial Creation 
Centre, with sponsor companies including Telefónica R&D and 
the aluminium multinational Alcoa. Promoted by the government 
of the Principality of Asturias to strengthen the technology 
culture, it is a cross-sectorial institution which produces, 
circulates and promotes access to new cultural forms 
that have emerged from the creative use of information 
and communication technologies. 

LABORAL CITY OF CULTURE

Constructed in the 20th Century, it is the largest architectural 
work in Spain (270,000m2). A multi-use open space, it 
combines institution and headquarters and companies 
with all types of entertainment and leisure activities.

Principality of Asturias Broadcasting Corporation, the College 
of Dramatic Art and Professional Dance the University College 
of Business, Tourism and Social Sciences “Jovellanos” and the 
R&D Centre of the German multinational Thyssenkrupp all have 
their headquarters in the Laboral City of Culture.

9.8 %
Data processing, hosting 
and related activities; web 
portals

21.4 %
Repairing computers 
and communication 

equipment

8.4 %
IT programme 

editing

2.5 %
Telecommunications

via cable

1.1 %
Wireless 

telecommunications

0.9 %
Telecommunications 
via satellite

3%
Other telecommunications 

activities

52.9 %
Programming, 

consulting and other 
activities related to 

computing

Source: INE. DIRCE

ICT SECTOR COMPANY IN TERMS OF ACTIVITY 
DEVELOPED IN ASTURIAS

In 2016 in Asturias, 837 companies belonged to the ICT 
sector, whose main activities were linked to the development, 
production and intensive use of information and communication 
technologies.

Of those 837 companies that formed the Asturian ICT sector, 
53 % of them fell within Programming, consulting and other IT 
related activities, with 21.39 % being companies whose activity 
was linked to repairing computers and activities connected to 
data processing, hosting and related activities; web portals 
represented 9.8 %.

Source: INE

Asturias
Spain

EVOLUTION OF THE NUMBER OF 
COMPANIES IN THE ICT SECTOR
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