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Hannover Messe is the world’s leading industrial and technology fair. It is held yearly 
in the German city of Hanover. Typically, there are about 6,500 exhibitors and 200,000 
visitors. Fairs like Hannover Messe attract visitors and exhibitors from across the world 
and cover all industrial sectors, from automation to energy. Hannover Messe offers 
a unique platform to display and promote a company’s products and services. It is 
especially important for institutions and companies from developing countries which 
often have difficulties accessing modern technologies and international markets. 

UNIDO recognizes the potential that lies in partnering with a prestigious partner like 
Deutsche Messe which is the owner of Hannover Messe and several other industry-
related Fairs at a global scale. In November 2014, UNIDO signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with Deutsche Messe to establish a strategic partnership and 
work together in the organization of industrial trade fairs, particularly those focusing 
on supporting Inclusive and Sustainable Industrial Development (ISID) in emerging 
and developing countries. Another aspect of the partnership concerns collaboration 
on the joint design and implementation of capacity building modules in support of 
public and private sector organizations (investment promotion agencies, chambers 
of commerce, industrial association, etc.) in the area of industrial fair organization, 
fair implementation and follow-up. As a first step towards the fulfilment of this 
partnership, UNIDO had a stand at the Hannover Messe in 2015, providing a platform 
for institutions and industrial enterprises associated to UNIDO’s Subcontracting and 
Partnership Exchange Programme (SPX).

2016 HANNOVER MESSE



The 2016 edition of the Hannover Messe took place between 25 to 
29 April 2016 with the United States of America as official country 
partner. UNIDO participated actively in the Messe as exhibitor, both 
in the Global Business Markets and Energy section of the exhibition. 

The UNIDO Director General, Mr. Li Yong, led a high-level UNIDO 
delegation to Hannover Messe 2016. UNIDO’s participation was 
undertaken within the framework of the MoU, signed in 2014 by 
UNIDO and Deutsche Messe. A number of high-level events and 
forums, as well as a wide range of bilateral meetings with high-level 
policy and private sector stakeholders, took place. 

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS



UNIDO led several energy events held at the Energy 
Efficiency Centre, including a panel discussion on low carbon 
technology transfer and a side event on regional cooperation 
for promoting sustainable energy solutions. Besides, UNIDO co-
organized a high-level Investment Forum in close collaboration with 
the German Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry (DIHK) 
and the Hannover Chamber of Commerce and Industry. In addition, 
UNIDO participated in a panel discussion, organized by the Ministry 
of Economy of the UAE, which served to introduce and promote 
the Global Manufacturing & Industrialization Summit (GMIS) to be 
organized from 27-30 March 2017 in Abu Dhabi, UAE. Furthermore, 
Hannover Messe served as an ideal platform for the organization of 
an internal SPX coordination and capacity building workshop. 

In terms of business leads generation, UNIDO and its co-exhibitors 
received more than 320 enquiries from participants, the majority of 
which came from potential investors and business and technology 
partners, from buyers and suppliers, as well as institutions and 
development organizations.
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INVESTMENT FORUM FOR THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN
A high-level Investment Forum to discuss current and emerging 
opportunities in the Islamic Republic of Iran was organized by 
UNIDO, in collaboration with the German Federation of Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry (DIHK) and the Hannover Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry. The event was attended by more than 120 
participants comprising primarily institutions and private sector 
enterprises from Germany and Iran. The event marked the launch of 
the UNIDO Subcontracting and Partnership Exchange (SPX) project 
with the Esfahan Chamber of Commerce, Industry, Mines and 
Agriculture (ECCIMA). To this end, Mr. Seyed Abdolvahab Sahlabadi, 
President of ECCIMA, delivered a keynote speech on the current 
opportunities in Esfahan Province. UNIDO’s Managing Director 
of Programme Development and Technical Cooperation (PTC), 
Mr. Philippe Scholtes, delivered a speech on UNIDO’s technical 
assistance projects in Iran. Other interventions were made by high-
level representatives of Deutsche Messe AG, DIHK, the German 
Chamber of Commerce in Iran (AHK) and other institutions.  

The SPX project in Esfahan will connect the existing Subcontracting 
Exchange Centre (SEC) of ECCIMA to the UNIDO global network of SPX 
Centres. The project aims to build the capacity of the Centre to 
extend professional subcontracting and matchmaking 
services to domestic enterprises and also to 
support local enterprises in the negotiation 
of financial and technology partnerships 
with international partners.  In the 
context of this project, ECCIMA was 
one of the main co-exhibitors at 
the UNIDO exhibition booth at 
Hannover Messe 2016. 

Nearly 60 business leads 
have been generated 
over the 5 days of the 
Hannover Messe.
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LOW CARBON TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER FOR INNOVATION 
ECOSYSTEMS AND SUSTAINABLE ENERGY
The event, organized by UNIDO, was opened by Mr. Andreas Gruchow, 
Member of the managing board of the Deutsche Messe AG, and 
Mr. LI Yong, Director General of UNIDO. The event aimed to provide 
examples demonstrating best-practice of technology transfer for 
sustainable energy and development. It looked at the profound 
linkages between technology transfer and spurring innovation and 
growth. Discussion revolved around the priorities and opportunities 
at the country- as well as at the global-level, focusing on the 
modalities and functions of a technology facilitation mechanism. 
It brought together experienced practitioners, policymakers and 
financiers. Moreover, the event identified ways to address barriers 
to deployment of technological innovations. Panellists had the 
opportunity to share their experiences with regard to technology 
transfer and lessons learned. The discussion highlighted the need for 
viable regional approaches to facilitate low-carbon energy technology 

transfer compatible with the energy development needs 
and priorities of developing countries.



GLOBAL MANUFACTURING & INDUSTRIALISATION SUMMIT 
(GMIS) ROAD SHOW EVENT 
The Global Manufacturing and Industrialization Summit is a forum 
to identify fundamental challenges in the manufacturing sector 
and to provide transformational ideas that support and benefit 
the private and public sectors as well as civil society. Hannover 
Messe 2016  served as a platform to promote GMIS. Against this 
background, UNIDO participated in a debate concerning the topic 
of “Industry 4.0”. The panellists included representatives of the 
German Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry (DIHK), 
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) and private sector tech companies. 

GMIS will take place from 27-30 March 2017 in Abu Dhabi, UAE 
and is co-organized by the Ministry of Economy, UNIDO and other 
institutional partners. To this end, various road shows are being 
organized - Hannover Messe being one of them - to establish 
the starting point for discussions on trends, challenges and 
transformational ideas for the manufacturing sector. 

GM
IS RO

AD SHO
W



SP
X 

NE
TW

O
RK

 W
O

RK
SH

O
P

During the Hannover Messe an SPX workshop was organized. The 
workshop convened the country members of the international SPX 
network and gave them the opportunity to present the status of the 
UNIDO Global SPX Programme implementation as well as to provide 
information about the strategic approach for future programme 
implementation. The programme of the workshop included 
opening and closing remarks by Stefan Kratzsch, SPX Programme 
Coordinator at UNIDO, as well as keynote presentation on the topic 
‘‘Leveraging the role of international fair participation for enterprise 
development’, by an international expert on International Trade 
and Business Promotion. The expert provided important insights 
on how to maximize the participation at trade shows, such as 
Hannover Messe, for attracting new buyers and investors. He also 
elaborated on why and how SMEs should participate at trade shows 
and highlight the “do’s” and “don’ts” of participation at trade fairs. 
After the event, UNIDO and SPX country representatives had the 
opportunity to hold bilateral meetings to discuss implementation 

matters. As a result, SPX country representatives had the 
opportunity to foster their contacts within the global 

SPX network as well as expand their contact base 
with other participants at Hannover Messe 

2016. Representatives from Pakistan, 
Cameroon, Iran, Kenya, Mozambique, 

Algeria and Turkey attended the event.



20
16Global Business 

& Markets

25 – 29 April 2016
Hannover ▪ Germany
hannovermesse.com

International Exhibition for Investment, 
Economic Development and Joint Ventures



The UNIDO exhibition booth covered a surface of 56m2 and was 
located at a central and highly strategic position at Hannover 
Messe’s Global Business and Market Section, which is the Section 
dedicated to country-level as well as institutional exhibitors. The 
design of the stand allowed for nine individual country counters and 
offered enough space for B2B meetings in the lounge area located at 
the centre of the stand. The main UNIDO counter served as the main 

access point to respond to general enquiries by visitors with regard 
to UNIDO. 

The presence of UNIDO at Hannover Messe during all five days 
from 25-29 April 2016 helped in maximizing the number 

of investor enquiries to UNIDO and its co-exhibitors. 
UNIDO’s participation at Hannover Messe 2016 served 

as an important springboard for its Subcontracting 
and Partnership Exchange (SPX) Centres to promote 
their local content support programmes in their 
respective countries as well as to provide SPX 
service companies with assistance in their national 
and international matchmaking efforts. 

SPX Centres received more than 320 enquiries 
from Messe participants, the majority of which 
came from potential investors and business and 
technology partners, from buyers and suppliers as 

well as institutions and development organizations. 
These enquiries will be filtered by their relevance 

and guidance on effective investor follow-up will 
be provided as part of the regular and ongoing SPX 

technical assistance.

50 YEARS TOGETHER FOR 
A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE
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UNIDO’s National Quality Infrastructure Project (NQIP) provided the 
framework for the first formal participation of Nigeria as exhibitor at 
the Hannover Messe. Four professionals from Nigeria (including high-
level government functionaries and private sector representatives) 
experienced first-hand, industrial innovations and cutting-edge 
technologies from around the world. While at the Messe, delegates 
promoted key business support services which Nigeria’s newly-
established quality institutions could provide to international firms 
wishing to set up a Nigerian base for their operations. They returned 
to Nigeria equipped with practical knowledge on global trade system 
networks and industrial application models to help speed up specific 
trade sector interventions. Altogether, 80 business leads were 

generated with demonstrable potential for synergies. These 
were in the areas of sub-contracting, technology exchange 

through research partnerships, and for practical 
application of the circular economy principles in 

local production activities in Nigeria.

building trust
for trade
THE NATIONAL QUALITY INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROJECT FOR NIGERIA



Bilateral meetings were held with each of the SPX Centre 
representatives to discuss project progress, challenges and 
opportunities as well as to define future work plans. Further 
bilateral meetings were conducted with other stakeholders 
participating and/or visiting Hannover Messe 2016, 
including: 

 { Reed Exposition for the forthcoming GMIS 
conference, especially related to the B2B 
component; 

 { Private sector associations in Germany (e.g. the 
International Wirtschaftsrat, Germany); 

 { The Ministry of Industry and Trade, Institute for Industrial 
Policies and Strategies, Viet Nam; 

 { The Ministry of Economic Affairs of the Netherlands, on SME 
development sectors; 

 { The Bulgarian Small and Medium Enterprise Promotion 
Agency; 

 { The Development Agency of Serbia; 
 { The Confederation of Indian Industry; 
 { The Bosnia and Herzegovina Export Promotion Agency; 
 { The Pakistan Association of Automotive Parts and 

Accessories Manufacturers; 
 { The Switzerland Global Enterprise; 
 { The Polish Chamber of Commerce for Electronics and 

Telecommunication;
 { The Georgia Department of Economic 

Development;
 { The World Trade Center, Arkansas, 

University of Arkansas;
 { and many others.



Vienna International Centre, P.O. Box 300, 1400 Vienna, Austria
Telephone: (+43-1) 26026-0, unido@unido.org
www.unido.org

EVERYBODY WHO IS ANYBODY CAME TO HANNOVER 
MESSE AND CONTRIBUTED TO THE EXHIBITION AS BEING 
THE WORLD’S MOST IMPORTANT INDUSTRIAL EVENT

FACTS & FIGURES

190.000 PROFESSIONAL VISITORS

5.200 EXHIBITORS
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4 UNIDO EVENTS
INDUSTRY 4.0

320 BUSINESS LEADS FOR 
UNIDO EXHIBITORS


