
Holland Innovative: A development partner between start-ups and OEMs  

"Putting better products on the market more quickly" 

A cooling bag that is fully recyclable. Different materials that are joined together by magnetic 

force. Innovative fittings for industrial laboratories. Holland Innovative, based at High Tech 

Campus Eindhoven, supports start-ups and forges links with major OEMs. The result is new 

products that have direct access to the market. A model that also works in Germany: Siemens, 

Bosch and MTU are just a few examples of German partners. Holland Innovative will be managing 

a collective stand for innovative Dutch start-ups in Hall 4 at Hannover Messe – and serving caviar 

from the 3D printer…  

"We see ourselves as a development partner of companies. We help them to enter the market 

rapidly with better products” explains Founder and Managing Director Hans Meeske on the company 

philosophy. The foundations of Holland Innovative form know-how and experience in the areas of 

product and process development, project and reliability management. In day-to-day business, 

Meeske is set on open innovation. "Connect, share know-how and achieve results together. In this 

way, we support start-up companies, medium-sized companies and also enterprises.”  

 
Visit from the Dutch ambassador Monique van Daalen to Start-Ups & Innovation Square in 2015. 
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German-Dutch cooperation 

Mr Meeske believes there is particular quality in German-Dutch collaborations. "We combine the 

high level of technological expertise of German companies with the pragmatic, solution-oriented 

approach of Dutch suppliers." That's why Holland Innovative recently set up Germany Innovative 

GmbH, based in Straelen. It hopes to use this as a base for expansion on the German market.  

How can we get start-ups off the ground successfully? 'HighTechXL Accelerators' have proved 

themselves here. "Up to 40 company founders take part every year." The business idea remains the 

property of the inventor. "Cooperation is based on openness and trust. On this basis we can develop 

new products." Holland Innovative is now also making contact with investors. Or getting involved in a 

few initiatives itself. 

One typical example of start-up products is cooler packs that maintain a constant cool temperature 

for 48 hours. "Ideal for a beach party, as you don't need an extra refrigerator," Mr Meeske says. 



Inside there is a biodegradable cooling gel. All that is left after use is waste paper. The idea has led to 

the creation of a start-up.  

Bonding without pressure or heat 

Another innovation is bonding technology based on electromagnetic pulses. A company from 

Cologne that specialises in the production of magnets has developed a process in collaboration with 

Holland Innovative that binds a wide range of different materials together. "Practically all materials 

can be joined together in this way. Metal, wood, glass – all conceivable combinations are possible. 

And no pressure or heat is required," Mr Meeske explains. Thanks to this technology, he says, it is 

possible to dispense with the pre-machining and post-processing of work pieces that is necessary 

with welding or other joining methods, saving time and money.  

Holland Innovative is involved in the development of special laboratory fittings under the name 

LabTap. The results were mentioned at the prestigious Red Dot Design Awards. "There has been a 

huge response from the laboratory world," says Mr Meeske.  

Reliability management 

The cornerstones of the company return when it comes to training: product and process 

development, project management and reliability management. What exactly does the concept of 

reliability management refer to? "New products and processes need to be developed increasingly 

quickly, while requirements in terms of quality and reliability are becoming increasingly strict," says 

Mr Meeske. Holland Innovative is therefore training engineers to become reliability inspectors, and is 

enjoying success in this field: the company is now providing reliability training courses for Bosch 

worldwide. The University of Stuttgart received support from Holland Innovative in developing a 

curriculum for a study course in reliability management. Other workshops, seminars and master-

classes deal with topics such as project management, problem-solving through root cause analysis 

and quick response design.  

The Dutch interior minister, Henk Kamp, at an LED-AGRO innovation in 2015. Photo: Holland 
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Game Changer 

Industry 4.0, smart industries, sustainable solutions – the overall aim of Holland Innovative is to 

promote the integration of processes and technologies. “We need real Game Changers,” says 

Meeske. A typical example, it says, is the company Tesla. "The company develops electric cars 

because it wants to sell the batteries needed for them. It even releases patents for this." Another 

example is BMW: as well as normal vehicles, the car manufacturer is reported to be developing a 

fully digitalised version of its i series. Electric drive, futuristic design, different materials – there is a 

complete concept behind it all. “We must get away from old thinking patterns, that’s the only way to 

be innovative."  

Hans Meeske founded Holland Innovative ten years ago. The one-man company has grown into a 

group that now has 30 employees in Eindhoven, five in Enschede, 15 in the sister company Blue 

Engineering in Venlo and the first employee at Germany Innovative GmbH in Straelen. He sees 

considerable potential for growth in Germany. Visitors to Hannover Messe will be able to see for 

themselves how Holland Innovative is bringing together start-ups and OEMs, at the Start-up and 

Innovation Square in Hall 4.  

Quote: 

"We see ourselves as a development partner of companies. "Only by shaking off old patterns of 

thinking can we be innovative."  
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